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ei Reading Manager Who 

E TE ATE: aa 
The Wycombe Boss Who Aids 
Third Division Reading 


was back to the qood:old days. 

“Whenever we meet we always talk 
football and try to sort out each other’s 
problems,” says Brian. In fact it was one 


-such talk which resülted in Jack ku: 


locked out of his AAG 

He was manager of Rotherham at the 
and they were due to play 
Manchester United: in the Cup the 


- following day at Old: EEO 


“We. had only been sitting about 
-talking about football,” recalls Jack. “But 
by the time Brian errs to drive me to the 


| <; hotel we were staying at it was locked. up. 


f Penne had won promotion ` to. the 
Second Division for ‘the’ first time since 
1930 last season—and: they came very: 
Close’ to | it—they probably would 
have owed a great- deal ‘to. the boss 
of amateur club Wycombe Wanderers.. 
Likewise. the amateurs of BALALAN 
very grateful to the manager of. mee 
Division Reading who played a vital. part 
in helping them. to end ‘the season as. 
runners.. up.. to i isthmian „League 
Champions. ee JE Ke the 
Amateur Cup.: ; 
This strånge rd pee complicated 
story all stems from:a close Lia add 
between the two: managers. Reading boss- 
Jack Mansell, caught up in the hectic life. 
oi professional football, and Brian: Lee, 
UCL y: are ae Vere) patos se Wanderers from rate 
more docile worid of amateur football. 
They .met!ion: a- meer totals wt course’ at 
Lilleshall în 1955. Brian Lee’s- playing `- 
etl ce a A ET had been ended almost - 
eke) cea too ‘started through. ‘a. foot 
injury, and Jack “Mansell broke into. 
management:after spells as a player, with. 
Brighton, Cardiff and Portsmouth. Re ek 
- Brian.» took over’ at Wycombe | ee 
rcs ae 1969, and when: Jack. took: 
SELCI: ae ro Reading—a. Bic Se ae a} ae 
eiti Wycomibe-=ini; April of. Bulle Shae ae 


$ 


EA ‘Manager: Jack Mansell ne 

and his. close friend Brian | rea 

ce of Wycombe, often ee RTE ree 
tap i they dae a eae 


o iE T ty. . D ae 


mW revel ce) Berrie Ty E Cuci MET TaN 


“head-first. 
' “The funny thing about it was that it 


— hħappèėned at ‘about ‘the same time that 


KEA Docherty was reprimanding his 
ARGI players for. sneaking back into 


ue hotels late at night. At least LALIT: EE 


MR n eT R LETE iL 
-> That long ‘talk, however, AS: paid 


| . dividends, for Terrain are Uther: mci meee 


‘goalless draw at. Old: Trafford and .then 
‘lost the Eh by the. only goal, 


We t\*) $1 ae 
“Our friendship ree a temporary 
break. last season’ when Wycombe 


„defeated. Reading in a Tals, VEEE 


Eto) 16 
Be tam OL ab tat Me atic Division club had a RN 
_tade excuse on that occasion. The player- 


“that .guested in goal for them was John 
Eiaa ei aneit whe ilai iin CTA oT a 


KOUN 


four- 7 
SES from: LUGE Fiha -of i LGN at 


“Unfortunately, John’s playing career 
ended when he broke a leg during pre- 


season training before he had even kicked 
a ball in anger,” said Jack. 


The close friendship of Brian Lee and 
Jack Mansell doesn’t end in football, 


Bee They make a good doubles. pair 
. on the tennis courts, and are not often 


beaten. But they have no ambitions 


for Wimbledon. They are doing very 


nicely, thank you, in football’s double 


act with Reading and Wycombe! 


RICKY JAMES - 





